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INTRODUCTION

The academic library is a crucial component of any educational institution. However, in the past
two decades, academic libraries have faced many challenges. They are no longer considered just an
archive of recorded knowledge. The library's function as an information retrieval space where users
search for data, check out book collections, and read printed materials has weakened
considerably).The availability of the internet and the digitization of resources, along with the
impact of information and communication technology (ICT), are some of the most significant
factors affecting the role of libraries today. Additionally, the current generation of students relics
heavily on information technology daily. Every student can have a global library on their device in
their pocket once connected to the internet. According to Bennett??, the current challenge for
academic libraries is the shift from book-centered libraries to learning-centered libraries. As 2
result, the academic library in higher education is undergoing many changes. Due to advancemens
in technology many of the traditional functions and roles of the academic library have become
obsolete. While searching for new purposes in the digital era, many academic libraries have
incorporated the concept of commons that is library spaces where students can meet to leam
together outside classrooms. After a long history of storing and managing information serving &
their major functions academic libraries concluded that the fundamental function of libraries is 0ot
about information itself, but a place to enhance learning and enrich learning communities[’T. As
COH&bOl’atIOI’l' has'become a core competency of 21 century academic curriculum, and b}lsu}e-‘S
‘ngrli{glac(fénh:;arilzs t?;e C{lal;lgllng to accommodate the need for collaboration and SOCi?l_IZ?U:;S
collljaboratior% between g 0‘ah‘ orean h ove creatc?d a need for organizational aglllt}‘:‘ed

and within organizations. Organizational collaboration has been enphasiz’

S a means for improved organizational functioning. T0 ?ddre‘
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